
Hallel 
explained

according to the commentary 
of the great sage  

HaRav Don Yitzchok Abarbanel



 מבוארה       על פי רבינו דון יצחק אברבנאל       הלל

 

 כל הזכויות שמורות לארגון 'שתי הלכות ביום'.©                                                                                                                                    

 

1 

Translation of Hallel according to the commentary of the great 

sage HaRav Don Yitzchok Abarbanel 

The chapters of Hallel, according to the explanation of 

Rabbeinu Don Yitzchok Abarbanel, deal predominantly with the 

Future Redemption, the anticipation thereof, and the 

comparison between it and the First Redemption at the time of 

the Exodus from Egypt. 

ּה-לּויֲ ַהלֲ  -“Hallelujah”-Praise the L-rd. And who are the 

appropriate people to praise Hashem?  ֲֲה'ַהל ֲַעְבֵדי לּו -The 

servants of Hashem should praise, for only they, and no other 

people, are fit to praise and laud Him. And who should we 

praise? לּו םֲה'שֲֲֵֶאתֲַהל  -Praise the Name of Hashem, for we are 

completely unable to fathom the essence of Hashem and 

therefore we are entirely incapable of praising Him. That which 

we are able to comprehend is only His Name as it has been 

revealed to us through the Prophets, and it is that Name which 

we are praising, for more than that we cannot fathom. And 

when is the appropriate time to praise Hashem? ה יֲֵשםְֲיהֲ  ֵמַעת 

ְךה ְֲמֹבר  ' -The Name of Hashem should be Blessed from now, 

which is the time of the Exodus from Egypt, for at that time His 

individual supervision over all people was recognized by all, ְֲוַעד
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ם  and forever, as from now on people will always know-עֹול 

about the supervision of the creations by Hashem. And where 

are the places where they praise the Name of Hashem? In all 

the World, because ֲ ְזַרח מ  ֶשֶמשמ  -from the rising of the sun, 

which is on the East side of the World from which the sun 

shines forth, ֲ ְמבֹואֹוַעד -until its setting, which is on the West, 

where the sun sets at night, ֲלֲֵשם 'הְמֻהל  -the Name of Hashem 

is praised, as all the Nations acknowledge the existence of the 

original Cause of the Creation of all the Worlds, but ֲל םֲַעלֲכ  ר 

ֲ ם 'הּגֹוי  -Hashem is exalted over all the Nations, Hashem is 

considered to be exalted by all the Nations, and they therefore 

consider that because of his tremendous transcendence he 

does not oversee all the details and the deeds of Mankind, and 

they think that  ְֲכבֹודֹו ם ַמי  ֲַהש   His glory is only over the-ַעל

Heavens, and not over Mankind on the Earth. However, that is 

not the truth, only ֱֲֲֵאֹלק יֲַכה' ינּומ  -who is like Hashem our G-d, 

who, even though in actual fact He is lofty and exalted-ֲי יה  ַהַמְגב 

ֶבת ש  ֲ ,who elevates Himself to sit, nevertheless-ל  י יל  ַהַמְשפ 

ְראֹות ֶרץֲל  א  ֲּוב  ם ַמי  ַבש  -He lowers himself to see (what takes 

place) in the Heavens and the Earth, for his supervision 

protects and accompanies all the deeds of Mankind, and 

because of the magnitude of His supervision, He will 
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occasionally change the laws of nature, ל ֲד  ר פ  ֲֵמע  י ימ   He-ְמק 

raises the poor person from the dust of his poverty, ֲֵמַאְשֹפת

יםֲֶאְביֹון  from the garbage dumps He will elevate the pauper-י ר 

who has nothing, in the same way that He elevated Klal Yisrael 

(the Jewish People) in Egypt from their lowliness and poverty, 

and even though the heavenly constellations forecast that this 

person will be poor and indigent, HaKadosh Baruch Hu will lift 

him up to the peak of the heights, י יב   to make him sit in a-ְלהֹוש 

high important place ֲ ם יםע  יב  ְנד  -with great people, and not 

only with great people from other nations who did not know 

him at the time of his low state, but ם ֲַעמֹוֲע  יֵבי ְנד  -with the 

great ones of his nation even though they were acquainted 

with him in his poverty-and in general one does not honor a 

pauper who rises to greatness-and in the same way י יב  ֲמֹוש 

ת ֶקֶרתֲַהַבי   He seats the barren woman of the house, Hashem-ע 

takes the childless woman, who was worried and miserable 

because she had no children, and changes the laws of nature 

and the constellations until she becomes ֲהֵאם יםְֲשֵמח  נ  ַהב  -the 

happy mother of children. Therefore, ּה-יֲ ַהְללּו -“Praise the L-

rd.”-It is incumbent upon you, the servants of Hashem, to 

praise Him for his power over all the Worlds. 
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Now the Poet proceeds to prove from the Exodus from 

Egypt itself all of the above concepts concerning the way 

Hashem directs the World: ָרֵאל ֵצאת ִישְּ ָרִים בְּ ִמִמצְּ -When Klal 

Yisrael went out of Egypt, when ֵבית ַיֲעֹקב-the house of 

Yaakov went out ֵמַעם ֹלֵעז-from a nation who speak a foreign 

tongue, which is not Leshon HaKodesh (the Holy Tongue)  ָתה ָהיְּ

ׁשֹו ָקדְּ הּוָדה לְּ  Yehudah was His Holy one, for Yehudah had-יְּ

always been the holiest and preferred tribe, as kings over the 

other tribes, and they were the ones who sprang first into the 

waters of the Red Sea and sanctified Hashem’s Name, and 

לֹוָתיו ׁשְּ ָרֵאל ַממְּ  Yisrael were His subjects. And given that both-ִישְּ

Yehudah and Yisrael were holy before the L-rd, ַוָיֹנס ַהָים ָרָאה -the 

sea saw and fled, like someone who runs away and flees from 

one who is stronger than himself, and so too ָאחֹור ֵדן ִיֹסב לְּ  the-ַהַירְּ

Jordan turned backwards, when Yehoshua Bin Nun and Klal 

Yisrael arrived to cross it in order to enter Eretz Yisrael.  ֶהָהִרים

ֵאיִלים דּו כְּ  The hills danced like rams, at the time of the-ָרקְּ

Giving of the Torah, when all the hills melted away because of 

Hashem, and the whole of Mount Sinai trembled because 

Hashem had descended upon it, and ֵני צֹאן ָבעֹות ִכבְּ  the-גְּ

mountains also (danced) like young sheep. And the Poet asks 

ֵדן ִתֹסב  ָך ַהָים ִכי ָתנּוס ַהַירְּ ָאחֹורַמה לְּ לְּ -“Sea, why do you flee? 

Jordan, why do you turn backwards?”  ֵאיִלים דּו כְּ קְּ ֶהָהִרים ִתרְּ
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ֵני צֹאן ָבעֹות ִכבְּ  ?Hills, why do you dance like rams“-גְּ

Mountains, why do you (dance) like young sheep?” “Surely 

this is not your natural normal behavior?” And they answer him, 

that in actual fact it was not done naturally, rather the 

transformation effected at the Splitting of the Red Sea and the 

parting of the Jordan were (directly) ֵני ָאדֹון  because of the-ִמִלפְּ

Master of the World Who created all and Who rules over 

all,חּוִלי ָאֶרץ-Who created the World and established it. It was 

ֵני ֱאלֹוַק ַיֲעֹקב ִמִלפְּ -because of the G-d of Yaakov, and being that 

He acted as a G-d towards Yaakov, He attacked the Laws of 

Nature and nullified them, in order to save His people Yisrael 

from the hands of the Egyptians. One must not wonder about 

this metamorphosis, for inasmuch as at the time of the Creation 

of the World Hashem created land from water, so too He can 

now reverse the process, ִכי ַהּצּור ֲאַגם ָמִים  Who transforms-ַהֹהפְּ

the stone to a puddle of water-He can change even נֹו ָמִים יְּ ַמעְּ  לְּ

 the strongest stone into a spring of water,  and at the-ַחָלִמיׁש

Splitting of the Sea Hashem changed the water into stone, to 

enable Klal Yisrael to cross over, whereas in the Desert He 

made water from a stone, to enable Klal Yisrael to drink. 

At this point we beseech Hashem, that even though as far 

as our merits are concerned it is not yet the right time for 

the Redemption, nevertheless He should bring it about for 
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the sake of His Name: לֹא ָלנּו ה' לֹא ָלנּו-Not for our sake 

Hashem, not for us, it is not on our account that You should do 

this kindness, for our merits are insufficient, ָך ֵתן ָכבֹוד ִׁשמְּ  but-ִכי לְּ

give honor to Your Name, do this for Your Great Name which 

is profaned amongst the other nations.  ַָךע דְּ ל ַחסְּ -for Your 

kindness, do this as an (undeserved) kindness for Klal Yisrael, 

to take revenge on their behalf on the other nations.  ַעל ֲאִמֶתָך-

For Your truth, do this to publicize to the nations the verity of 

Your existence in the World. רּו  ָלָמה ַהגֹוִיםיֹאמְּ -Why should the 

nations say, when they see the lowliness and degradation of 

Klal Yisrael, םֶיהֵֹקֱאלָנא  ַאֵיה -“Where now is their G-d, who 

performed miracles and wonders for them in days of yore, 

perhaps His strength has come to an end and He is no longer 

able to save them as he did previously?” And this is exactly the 

opposite of the truth in which we all believe, that ַבָשָמִים  ּינוֵֹקאלֵו

 and our G-d in Heaven did all that He-ֹכל ֲאֶׁשר ָחֵפץ ָעָשה

wanted, and He who commands the Heavenly Hosts is surely 

able to command earthly kings, whereas the gods of the nations, 

ָזָהב their idols are made of-ֲעַצֵביֶהם  gold and silver, and are-ֶכֶסף וְּ

only ֵדי ָאָדם ַמֲעֵשה יְּ -craft of the hands of man, and one must 

question these nations, for even according to their opinions that 

through these idols they draw down a flow of goodness from the 

“Upper Lords”, for what reason do they invest them with 
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human-like limbs? Surely they agree that they have no use for 

these limbs?  ֶַדֵברּו ה ָלֶהםפ לֹא יְּ וְּ -They have a mouth but cannot 

speak, אּו לֹא ִירְּ ַנִים  ,they have eyes but cannot see-ֵעיַנִים ָלֶהם וְּ ָאזְּ

ָמעּו לֹא ִיׁשְּ ִריחּון they have ears but cannot hear-ָלֶהם וְּ לֹא יְּ ַאף ָלֶהם וְּ

-they have a nose but cannot smell,  לֹא ֵדיֶהם וְּ ִמיׁשּוןיְּ יְּ -their 

hands cannot feel, ַהֵלכּו לֹא יְּ ֵליֶהם וְּ לֹא  ,their legs cannot walk-ַרגְּ

רֹוָנם גּו ִבגְּ  .they cannot make sounds with their throats-ֶיהְּ

מֹוֶהם  Like them-like those idols, which are only inanimate-כְּ

material, so too יּו ֹעֵשיֶהם  their makers will become, and so-ִיהְּ

too ֹכל ֲאֶׁשר ֹבֵטַח ָבֶהם-all who trust in them. ָרֵאל ַטח ִישְּ ָרם ַּב בְּ ה' ֶעזְּ

 Klal Yisrael, on the other hand, must trust in-ּוָמִגָנם הּוא

Hashem, for He is their help and shield. חּו  ה'ַּב ֵבית ַאֲהֹרן ִבטְּ

ָרם ּוָמִגָנם הּוא  ,The House of Aharon must trust in Hashem-ֶעזְּ

for He is their help and shield. ָרם ּוָמִגָנם הּואַּב ּחוְּט י ה' בֵאְר י ה' ֶעזְּ -

Those who fear G-d must trust in Hashem for He is their 

help and shield. 

ָכָרנּו Hashem, who-ה'  remembered us in the Egyptian Exile, is-זְּ

He who will also now ָבֵרְך  bless us. And who exactly are the-יְּ

ones who will be blessed? ָבֵרְך ֶאת ב ֵיְּ ָרֵאלּ ית ִישְּ -He will bless the 

House of Yisrael, which is all of the nation of Yisrael which 

finds itself in exile. ָבֵרְך ֶאת ֵבית ַאֲהֹרן  He will bless the House of-יְּ

Aharon, i.e. the Levites and Priests who are sanctified for the L-

rd. ָבֵרְך ֵאי יְּ ה'  ִירְּ -He will bless those who fear G-d, i.e. the 
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righteous people of each and every generation. He will also 

bless ַטִנים  the children, even though they have no-ַהקְּ

independent merits, because they join together ֹדִלים  with-ִעם ַהגְּ

the adults. However, even though Klal Yisrael are continuously 

diminishing during the Exile, you should not worry, for  'ֹיֵסף ה

ֵניֶכם ,Hashem will increase you-ֲעֵליֶכם ַעל בְּ  you and your-ֲעֵליֶכם וְּ

children, until you will become a numerous and strong nation. 

Just consider, the nations of the World seek reception of an 

infusion of goodness through intermediate lords (angels) who 

are appointed to take care of them, but you (Klal Yisrael) are not 

like this; on the contrary, רּוִכים ַאֶתם ל ה'ַבְּ -you are blessed by 

Hashem-you receive the flow of goodness directly from the 

Hand of Hashem, who is ֹעֵשה ָׁשַמִים ָוָאֶרץ-the Maker of Heaven 

and Earth. Do not imagine that since the whole arrangement of 

the laws of nature and the heavenly signs (constellations and 

planets etc.) are arrayed against Klal Yisrael, that it is because 

of this that the Final Redemption is delayed. On the contrary, 

the exact opposite is true, because, ַהָשַמִים-the Heaven, which 

includes the stars and planets and all the upper lords, ה'ַל ָׁשַמִים -is 

the Heaven which belongs to Hashem, and it is in His hands to 

rearrange all of the aforementioned Heavenly arrangements 

according to His will, and He is able to annul all of the natural 

causes (of all that takes place) and to redeem Yisrael. If you are 
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worrying about the ruling nations of the Earth, and are 

apprehensive that they will stop you from exiting to freedom, 

this is also false, because ֵני ָאָדם ָהָאֶרץ ָנַתן ִלבְּ  and the land He-וְּ

gave to the sons of Adam, Hashem is the one who gives the 

Land to the sons of Adam, and He will give it to whomsoever 

He wants, and it is obvious that לּו לֹא ַהֵמִתים ַהלְּ ּה- י יְּ -dead people 

cannot praise Hashem; the nations, who are considered dead 

even when alive, do not praise Hashem for giving them the 

Earth, ֵדי דּוָמה לֹא ָכל ֹירְּ  nor (do) those who descend to the-וְּ

grave i.e. the nations, who descend to the grave forever, and 

their souls do not endure for eternity, (do not praise Hashem). 

ָבֵרְך י נּו נְּ ּה- ַוֲאַנחְּ -But we (Klal Yisrael) bless the L-rd, for we 

recognize the greatness of His wonders, ַעד עֹוָלם  from-ֵמַעָתה וְּ

now and forever, even if we will need to wait a long time for 

the complete Redemption 

ּה- ּיֲללוַה -Praise the L-rd. 

The Poet looked with Ruach HaKodesh (Holy Foresight) 

and saw that because of the length of the Exile the nations 

will say to Klal Yisrael that it appears that their prayers are 

not being heard, and it is for that reason that they are not 

being redeemed. Therefore, he says:  ַמע ה' ֶאת קֹוִלי ִתי ִכי ִיׁשְּ ָאַהבְּ

 I loved it when Hashem hears the sound of my-ַתֲחנּוָני

supplications. That means to say: I love my prayers and 
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supplications to Hashem, for I trust and believe that He will 

listen to my voice, and the proof of that is נֹו ִלי  that He-ִכי ִהָטה ָאזְּ

bent His ear towards me and redeemed me. For that reason, 

even now I will not stop praying and calling to Hashem.  ָיַמי ּובְּ

ָרא  And in my days I will call, even if it takes all my days, I-ֶאקְּ

will stand and call Him with my prayers. For behold, in this 

Exile  ֲֵלי ָמֶותא ָפפּוִני ֶחבְּ -death-throes have surrounded me, 

through many decrees because of which many members of Klal 

Yisrael were killed  ְּאֹול מ ָצֵרי ׁשְּ ָצאּוִניּומְּ -and agonies of the abyss 

have found me, and even though ָצא ָיגֹון ֶאמְּ  I will-ָצָרה וְּ

encounter oppression and anguish, nevertheless I will not stop 

praying to Hashem, 'ֵׁשם ה ָרא ּובְּ ֶאקְּ -and I will call in the name of 

Hashem, 'ָטה  ָאָנה ה ִׁשיַמלְּ ַנפְּ -“Please, Hashem, make my soul 

escape from this Exile,” because 'ַצִדיק ַחנּון ה וְּ -Hashem favors 

and is righteous, and even though He is just in his judgements, 

nevertheless םֵַחרְמ ּינוֵֹקאלֵו -our G-d is merciful, and He will deal 

with us within (more merciful than) the letter of the Law, 

because 'ָתאִים ה ַדֹּלִתי  .Hashem looks after naïve people-ֹׁשֵמר פְּ

הֹוִׁשיעַ  ִלי יְּ  I became poor and He will save me-He will save us-וְּ

from our poverty. And now the Poet speaks directly to Klal 

Yisrael, ִכי נּוָחיְּ ִׁשי ִלמְּ  Return, my soul, to your“-ׁשּוִבי ַנפְּ

tranquility,”-when we perform a complete repentance before 

Hashem, we will bring ourselves close to the complete 
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Redemption, ִכי ִכי ה' ָגַמל ָעָליְּ -because Hashem has bestowed 

(goodness) upon you, just as Hashem redeemed us from the 

Egyptian Exile, 

תָ  ִׁשי ִמָמֶות-when You extracted-in Egypt-ִכי ִחַלצְּ  my soul from-ַנפְּ

death,  ָעה ִלי ִמֶדִחי ,my eye from tears-ֶאת ֵעיִני ִמן ִדמְּ  my-ֶאת ַרגְּ

foot from being pushed (to wander in Exile), and Hashem 

brought us to the Land of Yisrael, therefore we will also trust in 

Hashem now, that once again ַהֵלְך ל צֹות ַהַחִייםְֵנפ ֶאתְּ ַארְּ י ה' בְּ -I will 

walk before Hashem in the Lands of the Living, in the Land 

of Yisrael, where we will all be gathered at the time of the future 

Redemption, and there He will resuscitate the dead in the 

“Future which is to Come”. The Poet adds in the name of the 

whole nation,  ִתי ִכי ֲאַדֵבר ֲאִני ָעִניִתי ֹאדֶהֱאַמנְּ מְּ -I had faith when I 

spoke, (even though) I was very poor, I believe with lasting 

Faith that we are going to be redeemed in the “Future which is 

to Come”, and we will then speak about the Exile in which the 

nations afflicted us, ִתי בְּ  ֲאִני ִזיָחפְּ ָאַמרְּ -I said in my haste, and 

notwithstanding the oppression and haste which preoccupy us in 

our Exile, we still constantly say that ָכל ָהָאָדם ֹכֵזב-all the people 

are deceitful; all people who trust in the various beliefs are all 

being deceitful, for only the Belief of Klal Yisrael is the true 

one. 
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Now that the Poet has mentioned the Future Redemption, 

he continues: מּולֹוִהי ָעָלי 'ַהָמה ָאִׁשיב ל ָכל ַתגְּ -What can I give 

back to Hashem, for all that he has bestowed on me? What 

repayment can I give Hashem for all the goodness that He has 

done to us, when He will redeem us with the Complete 

Redemption? All the good things that He did for us were due to 

kindness and not because we deserved them according to the 

letter of the Law. Until now we can Bless Hashem for one 

salvation, which is the Egyptian Exodus, but in the “Future 

which is to Come”, ׁשּועֹות ֶאָשא  I will lift the cup of-כֹוס יְּ

Salvations-I will lift a cup (to celebrate) over many salvations, 

ֵׁשם  ָרא 'הּובְּ ֶאקְּ -and I will call in the name of Hashem, to 

publicize his kind and philanthropic acts which He has done for 

us. And then, ָדַרי ֲאַׁשֵלם ה'ַל נְּ -I will pay (fulfil) my vows to 

Hashem, not in a closed house as we do on the first night of 

Pessach at the Seder, but ָכל ַעמו ָדה ָנא לְּ ֶֹנגְּ -opposite all His nation, 

in the Beis HaMikdash. Even those who die during the Exile will 

not miss out on this, as 'ֵעיֵני ה ָתה ַלֲחִסי ָיָקר בְּ ָדיוַהָמוְּ -the death of 

His Pious Ones is precious in the eyes of Hashem-the Pious 

Ones who die in the Exile acquire preciousness, greatness and 

importance before the L-rd, and their souls will be tied in the 

“Bundle of the Living” together with Hashem. After having said 

the above words with faith and belief in Hashem that this is how 
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it will be, the Poet proceeds to pray to Hashem, ֲאִני  ִכי ה' ָאָנה

ֶדָך  Please Hashem, for I am Your servant-and not just a“-ַעבְּ

servant who has been bought from another person, but ָך עַ  ֲאִני דְּ בְּ

ֲאָמֶתָך ֶבן -I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant, 

who was born into service, and already once מֹוֵסָרי ָת לְּ  You-ִפַתחְּ

released my bonds, when You untied the knots of the bondage 

of Egypt, therefore may it be Your will to perform the same act 

again now to free me from the bonds of this Exile. And in the 

same way as during the Redemption from Egypt Klal Yisrael 

offered up the Korban Pesach (Passover Sacrifice), so too when 

we leave this Exile- ָך ַבח לְּ הֲֶזַבח ֶאזְּ ֵׁשם תֹוד  ָרא 'ה ּובְּ ֶאקְּ -I will offer 

up a Thanksgiving Offering to You and cry out in the Name 

of Hashem, and in the same way as they offered their Offering 

and Song in front of a vast assembly, so too ָדַרי ַשלֲֵ ה'ַל נְּ הםֲא  ֲֶנְגד 

ל אְֲלכ  ַעמֹוֲנ  -I will pay (fulfil) my vows to Hashem opposite all 

His nation, and these Offerings and Songs will be even better 

than those which Klal Yisrael performed in Egypt, for those 

were performed in Chutz LaAretz (outside the Promised Land), 

whereas in the Coming Redemption we will bring the Offerings 

and sing the Songs ה'ֲֵביתְֲבַחְצרֹות -in the Courtyards of the 

House of Hashem-in the Beis HaMikdash (our Holy Temple) 

ל  ם ְֲירּוש  י  ”.in the centre of Yerusholayim (Jerusalem)-ְבתֹוֵככ 

ּה-לּויֲ ַהלֲ  -“Praise the L-rd!” 
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In the Egyptian Redemption Klal Yisrael received Belief in 

Hashem, whereas the other nations did not accept that 

belief and did not praise Hashem, but in the Future 

Redemption that will not be the case. On the contrary,  לּו ַהלְּ

חּוהּו ָכל ָהֻאִמים ָכל גֹוִים ֶאת ה' ַׁשבְּ -“Praise Hashem, all nations! 

Laud Him, all peoples!” There will be two reasons for this: one 

is דֹו  because His kindness to us is-ִכי ָגַבר ָעֵלינּו ַחסְּ

overpowering, and all will now recognize the kindness which 

Hashem will do to Klal Yisrael, and the second is that ה'  ֶוֱאֶמת

ם לֹעוְל -the truth of Hashem is forever, and all will recognize 

the verity of the existence of Hashem in this World.  ֲּה-לּויָ ַהל -

“Praise the L-rd!” 

Although we have explained that all the nations will 

recognize the reality of Hashem and will praise Him, it is 

nevertheless fitting that Klal Yisrael will praise Him in a 

more unique way: 

ה' ִכי טֹובַל ּדוֹהו -Give thanks to Hashem for He is good, for He 

is the ultimate and complete Goodness, and we must also thank 

Him דֹו עֹוָלם ַחסְּ  because His kindness is forever, as He-ִכי לְּ

performs acts of kindness with the entire world, with His 

protection and salvation. 
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ָר יֹאַמר  ֵאלָנא ִישְּ -Yisrael will now say-even now, Klal Yisrael 

recognizes that when they will be redeemed all will see the 

greatness of Hashem’s kindness to them, דֹו עֹוָלם ַחסְּ  because-ִכי לְּ

His kindness is forever, and this will be the biggest and most 

complete kindness for Klal Yisrael, when they go out from 

servitude to everlasting liberty, for this Redemption will be the 

Final Redemption after which there will be no more Exile, and 

the kindness of Hashem will remain with us forevermore. 

רּו ָנא ֵבית ַאֲהֹרן  The House of Aharon will now say-(The-יֹאמְּ

House of Aharon) who in the present Exile have no Service in 

the Temple, and no Holiness, and it is almost unnoticeable that 

they are distinguished (from the rest of the nation) in their 

Holiness, but at the time of the Redemption they will recognize 

דֹו עֹוָלם ַחסְּ  !that His kindness is forever-ִכי לְּ

רּו  ֵאייֹאמְּ ה' ָנא ִירְּ -Those who fear Hashem will now say-(Those 

who fear Hashem) who in this time of Exile are unable to serve 

Hashem fittingly, and are unable to cleave to G-d because of the 

terror and oppression of the enemies, will recognize at the time 

of the Redemption דֹו עֹוָלם ַחסְּ  !that His kindness is forever-ִכי לְּ

Even though the Exile endures for a long time we must not 

give up hope that the Redemption will come, for even in 

Egypt ּה-ְֶּרַחבֲיֲ מַי ב נ נ ע ּה- ִמן ַהֵמַצר ָקָראִתי י -I called G-d from the 
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tight place, G-d answered me (and placed me) in the wide 

place, and took me out from the enslavement in Egypt to 

freedom, and so too now, 'ִלי לֹא ִאיָרא ה -Hashem is for me, I 

will not fear, for ַמה ַיֲעֶשה ִלי ָאָדם-what can a (mere) human 

being do to me, surely Hashem can transform all the enemies 

into friends who will not damage me at all. 'ִלי ה -Hashem is for 

me-if I would bring myself close to Hashem in the correct way, 

all the enemies would become ָרי ֹעזְּ ַוֲאִני  ,amongst my helpers-בְּ

ָאי ֹשנְּ ֶאה בְּ  and I will see my enemies, for they will also help-ֶארְּ

me! Therefore, while still in Exile,  ַבה'טֹוב ַלֲחסֹות -it is better to 

be sheltered by Hashem, by fulfilling the Commandments and 

performing good deeds, ם ד  א  ֲב  ְבֹטַח  .than to trust mankind-מ 

סֹותֲבֲַ ה'טֹובֲַלח  -It is better to be sheltered by Hashem, ְֲבֹטַח מ 

ים יב  ְנד   than to trust noblemen, i.e. the Kings and Princes of-ב 

the nations. For in the days of Chizkiyahu King of Yehudah, ֲל כ 

י בּונ  םְֲסב   all the nations surrounded me, Sancheriv and his-ּגֹוי 

army besieged Yerusholayim. ְֲיַלםֲה'ֲֵשםב מ  יֲא  כ  -In the Name of 

Hashem, for I will destroy them, and they were cut off from 

this World in a miraculous way, by the Hand of G-d. And 

Nevuchadnetzar and his army י בּונ  ְֲסב  ֲַגם י  completely-ַסבּונ 

surrounded me-they besieged Yerusholayim many times until 

they conquered it, יַלםֲ מ  יֲא  ֲכ  ְבֵשםֲה' -In the Name of Hashem, 

for I will destroy them, and they were punished for it by 
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Hashem, for not a single man survived. And in the time of the 

Second Temple, the Kingdoms of Persia, Mede and Greece 

ְדבֹו יֲכ  יםַסבּונ  כּוְֲכֵאשֲקֹוצ  יםֲֹדע  ר  -they surrounded me like bees, 

they extinguished (my fire) like a thorn fire (which does not 

burn for long), they were defeated by the Chashmonaim like 

fire which eats up the thorns, יַלם מ  יֲא   in the Name of-ְבֵשםֲה'ֲכ 

Hashem, for I will destroy them. And now, in this final Exile, 

ְנֹפל יֲל  יַתנ  ֹחהְֲדח   he (the nations) has pushed me to fall, as in-ד 

this Exile we have been the closest ever to absolute 

annihilation, י נ  ר  ז  תֲ .and Hashem has helped me-ַוה'ֲע  ְמר  יְֲוז  ז  ע 

ּה-יֲ  -The strength and songs of Hashem, the strength which I 

had with which I avoided annihilation in this Exile, cause me to 

sing now to Hashem. י ֲל  י  And He (Hashem) was for me-ַוְיה 

ה ישּוע   a salvation. And at that time of redemption there will-ל 

be הֲקֹול ישּוע  ֲו  ה נ  יםֲר  יק  ֲַצד  ֳהֵלי ְבא  -the sound of rejoicing and 

salvation in the tents of the Righteous Ones, who will say that 

ין ל ה'ְֲימ  י  הֲח  ֹעש  -the right hand of Hashem is creating victory, 

and it was the supervision and protection of Hashem which 

created this victory, and not my strength and the power of my 

hand. And seeing that ֲין ה ה'ְימ  רֹוֵממ  -the right hand of Hashem 

is exalted, and rules over the laws of nature, it follows that ֲין ְימ 

ל ה' י  ֲח  ה ֹעש  -the right hand of Hashem creates victory. The 
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Poet continues and addresses all the doubters who think that 

Klal Yisrael will expire in this Exile, and he guarantees and says 

in the name of the whole nation מּותֲלֹא א  -“I will not die in this 

Exile, י ֶאְחֶיהֲכ  -but I will live, and always look forward to the 

Salvation of Hashem, ַסֵפר ֵשיֲַוא  ּה-יֲ ֲַמע  -and I will recount the 

deeds of Hashem”. And even though there will be many 

extremely difficult times in this Exile, nevertheless it is no more 

than that י ְסַרנ  ּה-יֲ ֲַיֹסרֲי  -Hashem made me suffer, but ֶות  to-ְוַלמ 

death, i.e. complete annihilation, י נ  נ   He has not given me-לֹאְֲנת 

over. Now the Poet visualizes the Gates of Thanksgiving to 

Hashem being closed during the Exile, and says therefore in the 

name of the nation,  

ְתחּו ֵריֲפ  ֲַשע  י ֶצֶדקֲל  -“Open up the gates of righteousness for 

me, and I, the people of Yisrael, בֹא םֲא  ּה-יֲ ֲאֹוֶדהֲב  -I will enter 

them, I will thank Hashem”. And it is as if the Gates themselves 

answer back, ה'לֲֲַַהַשַערֲֶזה -“This is the gate of Hashem, and 

therefore only ֲבֹו ֲי ֹבאּו ים יק   .”Righteous Ones can enter it-ַצד 

And when Klal Yisrael will return to Hashem with complete 

repentance, they will all be fitting to enter these Gates. 

 

After the Redemption Klal Yisrael will say, יא נ  ית  נ  ֲע  י ֲכ  ֹוְדָך -“I 

thank You because You have answered me, in this bitter Exile, 
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because the Exile has concluded י יֲֲַוְתה  הל  ישּוע  ל  -and you have 

been a salvation for me”. This has come to pass through ֲ ֶאֶבן

ים ֲַהבֹונ  סּו א   the stone which the builders discarded, i.e. Klal-מ 

Yisrael, which נ ה הְֲלרֹאשֲפ  ְית   has become the cornerstone (of-ה 

the World), for the reconstruction of the World and the Beis 

HaMikdash, in the “Future which is to Come”, will all be 

founded on the nation of Yisrael. And this salvation will not be 

brought about through the strength of the “arm” of Klal Yisrael. 

On the contrary, ֲֵהֲזֹאת 'הֲתֵמא ְית  ה  -this has come directly from 

Hashem, אתְֲבֵעיֵנינּו ְפל  יאֲנ   it is wonderful in our eyes, for in-ה 

people’s view, the Redemption will be an astonishing 

occurrence. ֲֲַהּיֹוםֲֶזה ה ש  'הע  -This is the day that Hashem 

produced, i.e. the day of the Redemption, הֲבֹו ְשְמח  הְֲונ  יל  ג   we-נ 

will rejoice and be happy on it. 

Now the Poet prays to Hashem that He should fulfil His 

kind pledge, and says: נ א ֲנ אֲה'ֲא  ה יע  הֹוש  -“Please Hashem, 

save (us) now, and redeem Klal Yisrael.” And since the 

complete Redemption is dependent on Klal Yisrael’s 

repentance, he adds: הֲנ א יח  נ אֲה'ֲַהְצל   Please Hashem, make“-א 

us succeed in performing a complete repentance.” 
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א ֲַהב  רּוְך ֲֲב  'הְבֵשם -Blessed is he who comes in the Name of 

Hashem-he who draws near to the service of Hashem will be 

blessed in the Name of Hashem, 'ֵביתֲה  we bless you-ֵבַרְכנּוֶכםֲמ 

(with a blessing which comes) from the House of Hashem. And 

seeing that “One who comes to purify himself, will be helped,” 

ֲַוּיֲ -אֲֵ נּולֲה' ֶארֲל  -Hashem is our powerful G-d and He will give 

light for us-to all those who desire to become close to Him. And 

even if his earthly body and the Evil Inclination hold a person 

back from repenting, ֲים ֹבת  ְסרּוֲַחגֲַבע  ְזֵבחֲֲַַעדֲַקְרנֹותא  ַהמ  -tie the 

Offering with ropes, to the corners of the Altar-in the same 

way that we tie up the animal which has been separated for the 

Offering until we bring it to the Altar to fulfil its purpose, so too 

tie up the animal-like body and the Evil Inclination, until it fulfils 

its purpose. When that time will come you shall say, ֲֵהֲ-א יֲַאת  ל 

ֱֲאלֲֹ רֹוְמֶמךֲ  ַהי-ְואֹוֶדך  א  -You are my L-rd and I will thank You, (You 

are) my G-d and I will exalt You. יֲטֹוב  Give thanks to-הֹודּוֲַלה'ֲכ 

Hashem for He is good, םֲַחְסדֹו יְֲלעֹול   because His kindness is-כ 

forever. 

The concluding blessing of the Hallel is named “The Song 

Blessing”. Its main point is that Hashem has no need for 

our praise and glorification, for He is more exalted than 

any blessing or praise. We have no comprehension of 
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Hashem at all. The purpose of the praise etc. is for the 

people who are praying, who show by this praise their 

extreme love for Hashem. Since any understanding we 

have of Hashem is through the actions that He performs to 

influence us, the Poet writes this blessing as if the actions 

and deeds themselves praise the Name of Hashem. And if 

that is the case, Klal Yisrael, who are His servants, must 

definitely praise and laud the Name of Hashem. 

לּוָך ַהלְּ ַמֲעֶשיָך ָכל ֹלֵהינּו-אֱ  ה' יְּ -All of Your creations should praise 

You, Hashem our G-d-the actions of Hashem themselves 

praise Hashem by their very existence, עֹוֵשי ַצִדיִקים ַוֲחִסיֶדיָך 

צֹוֶנָך ָכל ,and Your pious righteous ones who do Your will-רְּ  וְּ

ָך ָרֵאל ֵבית ַעמְּ ִישְּ -and Your entire nation-the House of Yisrael, it 

is fitting for them to also praise and laud Hashem, and therefore 

ִרָנה כּו they will thank-יֹודּו ,with song-בְּ חּו ,and bless-ִויָברְּ -ִויַׁשבְּ

and laud, ִויָפֲארּו-and beautify, מּו ַיֲעִריצּו ,and exalt-ִוירֹומְּ  and-וְּ

revere, ִדיׁשּו ַיקְּ ִליכּו ,and sanctify-וְּ ַימְּ ָך ֶאת ,and make reign-וְּ  ִׁשמְּ

ֵכנּו ָך ִכי .Your name, our King-ַמלְּ הֹודֹות טֹוב לְּ לְּ -For it is good to 

give thanks to You, ָך ִׁשמְּ ַזֵמר ָנֱאה ּולְּ לְּ -and it is fitting to sing to 

Your Name, ַעד ֵמעֹוָלם ִכי ל-ַאָתה אֵ  עֹוָלם וְּ -for You are the L-rd 

always and forever. 

 


